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TOWN OF WEST BRIDGEWATER 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

 

19 May 2020 

 Minutes 

 

  

This meeting was conducted remotely using the Zoom Meeting Platform.  This meeting agenda was 

duly posted as a remote meeting with instructions for public participation.  Minutes were developed 

from the cable TV video by Secretary Kitty Doherty.  The meeting was recorded through the Zoom 

platform and filed as a document with the commission.     

6:30 PM   Chairman Tim Hay (TH) called this remote Zoom meeting to order with Commissioners Moe 

McCarthy (MM) and Steve Winters (SW) signed in, along with Agent John DeLano (JD).  Ryan Byrnes 

(RB) joined the meeting at approximately 6:40 PM.  Commissioner Lee Anderson (LA) did not attend.   

∙MM / SW motioned to approve Minutes for 5 May 2020 as presented, so voted.  

Continued Public Hearings:  

 

Scotland & Maple Streets 40B; Notice of Intent (SE 328 – 788) Jacobs Driscoll Engineering / Cochesett 

Developers (Bisher Hashem) to subdivide two vacant parcels into 44 residential lots with associated 

infrastructure and grading.  

 

Developer Bisher Hashim and several abuttors logged in for this continued public hearing.  General 

discussion picked up from the meeting on 5 May 2020 with Consultant Greg Driscoll explaining 

revisions made to the design plan based on Agent DeLano’s recommendations. The emergency access 

gate detail has been removed from the plan, and a cross-section of the Maple Street roadway has been 

added.  There was discussion regarding the gravel roadway to the septic mound; its elevations, and its 

proximity to the abutting home; please refer to the meeting video for this dialog. Mr. Hashim was again 

asked about removing the ledge outcropping at the corner of Maple and Scotland Streets for safety 

reasons, and he again pledged its removal. Questions were asked regarding the new water line for the 

abutters on Scotland Street who are located south of Maple Street.  For the comfort of the abutters with 

this new development in their back yard, some directives will be included in the Order of Conditions.  

 MM / SW motioned to close the Public Hearing, so voted.  

 MM / SW motioned to issue an Order of Conditions within 21 days, so voted. 

  

Map 60, Lot 22 South Street; Notice of Intent (SE 328 - 759); Andrew Sargent (E.T. Engineering) / 

Richard Costa; to build a single family home with roof drain, septic system / 1500 gal. tank, and 

associated site work within 50' of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland. 
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Consultant Azu Etoniru did not sign into this remote meeting, and with family abutting this property, 

Chairman Tim Hay recused himself from this discussion.   Probate of the land owner’s estate has caused 

this public hearing to stretch out to over a year with continuances. Agent DeLano reviewed the situation 

with the commission, noting that there were many issues with the NOI application, and that the 53G 

consultant that the commission requested has not yet been hired.  In fairness to the abutters, the 

commissioners said that this PH could not be continued indefinitely.  Agent DeLano recommended that 

the PH be closed without prejudice; the applicant can refile when he is ready to do so, with new public 

hearing notices sent to the abutters.  

∙SW / RB motioned to close the Public Hearing, so voted.  

∙SW / RB motioned to deny the application without prejudice, so voted. TH abstained from this vote.  

 

 

200 Spring Street; Order of Conditions DEP # SE 328-717 Home Addition; request for 1-year extension;   

 

Discussion ensued regarding David Trojano’s modern-style addition within the 50’ buffer.  His Order of 

Conditions will expire soon, and the landscaping is nearly complete.   Mr. Trojano is requesting another 

year to finish his project.  As mitigation for allowing some landscaping within the 50’buffer zone, the 

commission had been granted a 5’wide trail easement from Spring Street to town-owned conservation 

land on North Elm Street.  

∙SW / RB motioned to grant a 1-year extension to Order of Conditions SE 328 – 717, so voted.   

 

Administrative Discussions:   

Captain Carlson Way Homeowners Association; Discussion with trustees regarding work along the 

Buffer to BVW; Note: as a resident of this development, Commissioner Moe McCarthy recused himself 

from the discussion.  

Mr. Marino and Mr. Olson, trustees from the Captain Carlson Way Homeowners Association, signed 

into this Zoom meeting. They had previously approached Agent DeLano to discuss hiring a landscaper 

to remove invasive plants from the perimeter of the lawn area behind the septic system and along the 

Bordering Vegetated Wetland.  Wild roses, brush, and thorny bushes over-hang the mowed area making 

it dangerous to operate equipment. Four years ago the Homeowners Association had permission from 

the commission to remove a canopy of larger trees in this area, but they did not have permission to touch 

the understory plants which are now encroaching the lawn area.  The trustees seek clarification on the 

following management issues: How to address managing landscaping features that have encroached into 

the 50’ buffer zone, how to repair the post & rail fencing around the certified vernal pool, and the 

stormwater management basin maintenance. It was a consensus of the commission members that Agent 

DeLano will meet with the trustees to develop an appropriate management plan for the landscaping near 

the BVW, replacing the post & rail fencing with PVC pipes and wetland tags, and for the SWM basin.     

 

11 Elizabeth Lane; pool shed and lawn area;  
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A real estate attorney contacted JD concerning an issue discovered during a mortgage title search; she 

saw that a pool shed was located within an area called ‘Restricted Use’ on the plot plan, and that the 

current owner was mowing this area as lawn. She wanted to know if the shed could remain there or if it 

needed to be moved, and if her client could continue to manicure the current lawn.  If the commission 

chose to enforce this Restricted Use clause, then this could be an issue for the Title Insurance on the 

shed as it would be considered an encroachment. Initial research indicated that the shed was legally 

permitted, and that there were no delineation markers depicting boundaries of the Restricted Use area. 

Discussion ensued: the commission reached consensus to let the project go as is, and that any future 

changes on site will need to adhere to today’s regulations.  

 

586 Manley St; General Stormwater Management Permit-Project Change Request; contractor’s yard and 

buildings  

MJM Construction company owners wish to modify their site plan by switching some elements from 

one side of the building to the other in order to better achieve their goals. They have modified the 

Stormwater Management Plan to reflect these minor changes.  Additional floor drains, an expanded 

septic system and provision for snow storage was all taken into consideration.  JD recommended that 

signs be posted along the SW Basin to ensure that no snow was dumped there.  

∙SW / MM motioned to allow these project changes as presented, so voted.  

 

Administrative: 

 

W.B. Mason Invoice 

 

∙ MM / SW motioned to pay the W. B. Mason Invoice for the protective table and screen that will be 

placed in the office, so voted.  

 

 

Adjourn 

 

∙ SW / MM motioned to adjourn at 8:05 pm 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kitty Doherty, Secretary 

Minutes approved 16 June 2020  


